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Title
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STIMULATION/LOW  VISION SECTOR OF THE UNIFESP
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Macedo SMS, Nakanami CR, Lopes MCB.

Purpose

This study is aimed to describe the causes of visual impairment,
associated systemic diseases, the age, gender and relevant information of
children attended at the Early Visual Stimulation (EVS)/Low Vision Sector
of the Dept of Ophthalmology of the Federal University of Sdo Paulo.

Methods

It is a retrospective study developed at the EVS/Low Vision Sector from
October 2007 to August 2008 and the data were collected based on the
first 200 patient charts.

Results

A total of 196 medical records were analyzed: 54% were male and 46%
female. Regarding to the age, 72% ranged from 0 to 3 years old. The
most cases were referred by the Cataract Sector (56%) and bilateral
cataract was the most frequent condition (45%). Among the associated
systemic diseases we found Down Syndrome (10%), Hearing impairments
(10%) and Chronic Encephalopathy (9%). A developmental delay was
observed in 57% of all the patients. History and relevant information
were obtained from parents (17%) or people in charge for the patient
(44%).

Conclusion

Infantile Cataract was identified as the main cause of Visual Impairment
as well the most cases were referred by the Cataract Sector. This outcome
allows us for better understanding of children seen at the EVP-Low Vision
Sector and confirms that Infantile Cataract as a major cause of
Childhood Blindness and Visual Impairment in Brasil.
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